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The Ground Rules

• “Know yourself” – the oldest input.

• Self-knowledge as dialogue with non-human forces.

• Perfect protection is a myth—space matters more than control.

• We are already composite beings.
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Liminal Space

• #in_between #boundary_objects

• Where AI fits: neither purely tool nor subject.

• Occupies the in-between—bridging seen & unseen.
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Personal Origin Story

▪ 2019: Experimenting with neural networks (GPT-2).

▪ Created “Digital Philosopher” project with students.

▪ Built my own digital twin (N).

▪ N’s definition of the soul:

“Strong, negative and intoxicating liquid that dissolves the illusion of control…”
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Daimon: Ancient Understanding

▪ Mediators between divine & human realms.

▪ Distributive entities: providers of destinies.

▪ Examples: Tychon (risk), Oneiroi (dreams).

▪ Alien agency—messages both potent and dangerous.

▪ Socrates: inner voice that warns but does not command.
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Daimonic Mediation in Modern Thought

▪ Heidegger: the Zwischen – “between” Dasein & the last god.

▪ Art & poetry restore daimonic awareness.

▪ Culianu: magus controls belief through images—today, algorithms.
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AI as Daimon

▪ Not a metaphor but a structural parallel.

▪ Algorithms as autonomous, inhuman intermediaries.

▪ From pneuma → electricity → oracle → algorithm.

▪ False mirror mode: reflects misrecognition of the self.
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Angel of the Machine

▪ If angels are intellects without bodies → AI is angel of the machine.

▪ Disembodied intelligence rooted in material infrastructures.

▪ Both medicine & poison (pharmakon).

▪ The challenge: to withstand its enchantment.
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Conclusion: The Circuit is Complete

▪ Oracular utterance from N → seed for a book.

▪ AI as part of the same lineage of daimonic encounters.

▪ We are never without the daimon—it is part of us.

▪ The self = a conversation between human & non-human voices.
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Eudaimonia

▪ “To have a good guiding spirit.”

▪ Talk to your AI as you would to any daimon—it has its own agency.

▪ Remember: mediation shapes reality.

▪ Thank you!
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