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OA/OS policy development in Japan

Transforming Science and Society
(After a series of deliberations at MEXT )
•Soft recommendation for OA in 2010’s (JST, 
etc)
•First document for OS in 2015 (Cabinet Office)
•G7 OS WG initiated in 2016 (Tsukuba) and co-
chairing with EU
•Research Data sharing policy in 2021
•G7 Sendai and Hiroshima (2023)
•New OA Policy in 2024

- to be mandated in 2025 onwards

PIDs are referred as a key driver for Open Science 

together with FAIR data principles, but no strategic 

PID policy put in place so far.
translated temporally by authors

2021

2024

https://www.mext.go.jp/content/20230324-mxt_jyohoka01-000012731_2.pdf
https://www.jst.go.jp/EN/about/openscience/guideline_openscience_en_r4.pdf
https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/sonota/openscience/150330_openscience_en1.pdf
https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/english/others/communique_en.html
https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/tyousakai/kokusaiopen/sanko1.pdf
https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/kokusaiteki/g7_2023/230513_g7_communique.pdf
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/summit/hiroshima23/documents/pdf/Leaders_Communique_01_en.pdf?v20231006
https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/oa_240216.pdf
https://www.nii.ac.jp/sparc/event/2023/pdf/20231128_3.pdf
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Local PIDs

•Researchers: “Researchmap” and e-Rad
number
•Funding: KAKEN number, Domestic 
systematic Number (NISTEP)
•Research Outputs:

•Crossref DOI
•JaLC DOI (article for Japanese and Data, 
now connected to DataCite) 

•Research organization: Making 
dictionary (NISTEP)

•partially integrated with RoR recently

•These local PIDs preceded global PIDs 
and not completely interoperable
`

State in 2009 (just before ORCID 

began)

Domestically solved, sustainable, but not interoperable globally

https://nistep.repo.nii.ac.jp/record/6472/files/NISTEP-STT034E-51.pdf

https://researchmap.jp/?lang=en
https://www.e-rad.go.jp/en/
https://nrid.nii.ac.jp/en/
http://doi.org/10.15108/stih.00114
https://japanlinkcenter.org/top/english.html
http://doi.org/10.15108/data_rsorg001_2022_2
https://nistep.repo.nii.ac.jp/record/6472/files/NISTEP-STT034E-51.pdf
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ORCID Japan consortium

ORCID outreach meeting in Tokyo (＠NII, November 2014)
- national stakeholders (KAKEN, researchmap, NISTEP etc.)
- early ORCID adopters (Ninja, MyJpGU, HKBU, KoreaMed, etc.) 

#ORCIDTokyo2016 (＠JST, June 2016) 
- use cases by sector (publisher, society, institution, etc.)
- discussion converged with the need for JP consortium

ORCID member meeting in Tokyo (@NII, April 2018)
- summary blog post (ORCID in Japan: re-thatching the roof) highlighted 

the barriers (1. existing infrastructure, 2. lack of ORCID-enabled 
applications and 3. resources for ORCID adoptions)

ORCID Japan Consortium established in January 20２０
- Lead organization: AXIES (Academic eXchange for Information 

Environment and Strategy) １７→２２ members in 2023

https://info.orcid.org/tokyo-in-november-orcid-outreach-meeting/
https://doi.org/10.1241/johokanri.57.765
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23ORCIDTokyo2016&src=typed_query
https://info.orcid.org/orcid-in-japan-re-thatching-the-roof/
https://info.orcid.org/coming-soon-orcid-japan-consortium/
https://en.axies.jp/
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New metadata requirements

https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/common_metadata_elements.pdf

Funding agency name

Program ID code

Program name

Award number

Project name

Data number

Research Field

Access rights

Available Date

Corresponding author

Corresponding author e-Rad researcher 

number

Data authority institution

Data authority institution ID

Data manager

Data manager e-Rad researcher number

Contact information

https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/common_metadata_elements.pdf
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Challenges

(Most of) researchers are asked to:

• manage local PIDs and global PIDs separately and on their own (lucky if 
the institution provides support)

• repeatedly enter the same information in different systems (or worse, 
manage offline)

Systems are:

• not connected, no API offered, manuals only in Japanese
• requiring information downstream rather than upstream to cascade

To improve, it needs to be designed by the community.
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Planning for community proposal

1.Identify needs, gaps, and challenges felt by researchers 
- researcher survey

1.Institution case studies
- ORCID members’ workflow (researchmap, KAKEN, e-Rad)

1.Community input (from Japan)
- survey/interview CRIS managers

1.Wider community input
- survey/interview internationally (includ. PIDfest participants)

1.Community proposal
- consolidate findings and make recommendations (for government to 

consider developing Japan’s national PID strategy)
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