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The Scholarly Record
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Comprises:

Content from 

four sources:

● Academic

● Business

● Government

● Organizations

The Scholarly Record

There’s more to 

scholarship than papers 

written by academics
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The Scholarly Record
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This content is captured 

in:

● Journals 

● Books 

● Preprint repositories

● Encyclopedias

● Datasets

● Reports

● Papers

● Official Documents

● Letters & Diaries

● Blogs & Magazines

● Podcasts & new media

● Videos & Recordings

● Speeches

● De-crypts in folders . . . 

The Scholarly Record

The scholarly record is 

so much more than 

journals
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The Scholarly Record
And these formats . . .

● Journals 

● Books 

● Pre-print repositories

● Encyclopedias

● Datasets

But this stuff . . .

● Reports

● Papers

● Official Documents

● Letters & Diaries

● Blogs & Magazines

● Podcasts

● Videos & Recordings

● Speeches

● De-crypts in folders . . . 

● Formal publishing process

● Rich, complete, metadata

● Known authors

● Clear ownership

● Persistence

● Informally published

● Incomplete or no metadata

● Unclear authors

● Unclear ownership

● Hard to find

● At risk

A PID-powered ecosystem

● DOI

● ORCID

● ROR etc

It’s a PID-free mess! 

Making it expensive to:

● Collect

● Use, Cite & Track

● Integrate into 

workflows & the 

scholarly record 

tame content with . . . using . . .

is untamed . . . it’s            !



https://coherentdigital.net 5

A British Intelligence 

decrypt of a plan to 

assassinate Adolf Hitler in 

1939.  

Examples of content that’s 

The Story of South Africa, a 
propaganda film released in 
1965 by the apartheid regime.

NGO research detailing the 
presence of PFAs in water 
sources around textile factories 
in Bangladesh (2024).
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“We need to massively externalize (archive) collections in order to build 
a library and archives that is truly of the web, by the web, and for the 
web”

Christian Dupont
Librarian, Boston College, founder of Aeon

“$20Bn of research from business, organizations, and government is 
invisible to the academy”

Amanda Lawrence
Research Fellow, Open Knowledge Systems at RMIT University

The problem is urgent . . .
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Which is why we’re giving PIDs to

content
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